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Pneumococcal Vaccines 

Changes You Need to Know to Keep 
Your Residents Safe and Healthy 

“Streptococcus pneumonia (pneumococcus) remains a 
leading infectious cause of serious illness, including 
bacteremia, meningitis and pneumonia, among older 
adults in the United States.”1 

In 2014, the Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices (ACIP) began recommending the addition of 
a single dose of the pneumococcal conjugate vaccine 
(PCV13) for adults ≥65 years to provide additional 
protection from pneumococcal diseases.1 

The recommendation for use of the pneumococcal 
polysaccharide vaccine (PPSV23) remains the same 
(taking into account the addition of the PCV13). 

Annual influenza vaccination can increase pneumonia 
prevention – remember to provide the “flu shot” each 
year as soon as it is available.1 

For maximum safety, read precautions and 
contraindications before administering any vaccine. 

Provide a coinciding vaccine information sheet (VIS) 
to anyone getting vaccinated. Current VISs are 
available online at: 
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/current-vis.html2 

Document each administered vaccine in a resident’s 
electronic health record. Submit immunization 
information to state entity, as necessary. 

Get vaccinated against influenza each year and against 
pneumococcal diseases as recommended as a good 
example to your residents and coworkers. 

Sequential administration and recommended intervals for 

PCV13 and PPSV23 for adults ≥65 years, Advisory
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Pneumococcal vaccine naïve persons aged ≥65 years 

PCV13 at age 
≥65 years 

PPSV23 

6 – 12 months*
 

Persons who previously received PPSV23 at age ≥65 years
 

PPSV23 already received 
at age ≥65 years 

PCV13 

≥1 year 

Persons who previously received PPSV23 before age 65 
who are now age ≥65 years 

PCV13 at age 
≥65 years 

PPSV23
PPSV23 already received 

at age <65 years 

≥1 year 6 – 12 months* 

≥5 years 

Abbreviations: PCV13 = 13-valent pneumococcal 
conjugate vaccine; PPSV23 = 23 valent pneumococcal 
polysaccharide vaccine 

*Minimum interval between sequential administration of 
PCV13 and PPSV23 is 8 weeks. PPSV23 can be given later 
than 6-12 months after PCV13 if this window is missed. 
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